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“There is something reassuring in
in sequence, the human person moves
art of this calibre; it reminds us
step after step, breath after breath, through
how things matter. Moritz’s voice
a haunting, mercurial world that shimmers
is unmistakable. His readers, his
like sun on sand. Alternating moments of
spare clarity with deep narrative flashes, the admiring peers, and his reviewers
poem pursues innocence through imagined have long felt this, but it has become so obvious that it must finally
landscapes and the lush world waiting
outside the writer’s window. This is a poetry be said: A. F. Moritz is one of the
true master poets of his generation.”
of intense observation, finely tuned to a
— Globe and Mail
pattern of breaks and returns, alive with
eros and a hunger for Breton’s “convulsive
beauty.” In living more, it finds, we do
not draw closer to death: all moments are
equally full of life and open to ecstasy.
Moritz is one of those poets who unite
splendour of language, power and variety
of feeling, and contemplation. This quality
suﬀuses Sequence, which dazzles as it seeks
the great mystery while remaining true to
a deep love for our life in time.
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A. F. Moritz Sequence

the chained prisoner along the roadside
hears the meadowlark out in the scrub fields
and the shining flies, the many-coloured, in the weed tips
and at night in the black cell
until silenced he beats on the improvised guitar
and growls the cry that comes from the broken rocks,
broken by the hammer, broken by the sun,
and that comes from the sparkling rapids in the bird’s throat
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